Introduction
The history of statistics has never yet been properly written. This is the phrase opening the book published in 1978, one of the most fascinating books on the history of statistics. The book contains the lectures by Karl Pearson given at University College London during the academic sessions [1921] [1922] [1923] . The book has been edited and published posthumously by Egon Pearson, Karl's son. For 60 years after these words several book about the history of statistics have been published, but Pearsonian lectures one reads like a best novel. History and statistics are related in a way nicely described by Georg Sarton in 1935:
I Writers about the history are usually content to accept what the other had written, because it takes much time to read the original, and besides one needs to know various languages. The elementary errors are repeated in many textbooks. K. Pearson mentioned some examples: many Germans still call Achenwall the "father of Statistics", the fundamental curve in statistics is attributed to Gauss instead of de Moivre, who is also the inventor of Bernoulli's Theorem. One can add to these examples that many Italians are convinced that the word "statistica" has been used by Ghilini as early as 1589.
In this note the origin of the German use of the word "Statistik", the first use of an adjective "statistica" in Italian language, and the first use of this word in English language, in the form "statistics" are accounted. This assertion was, and still is, repeated by many authors (including also the writer of this paper), but the true is following: Gerolamo (Girolamo) Ghilini was born in 1589. So it was rather impossible for him to publish a book in the year of his birth. My search for the writings of Ghilini was unsuccessful. The only reliable source which I was able to discover, is the book by Giuseppe Ferrario published in 1839. The first page of it, and the excerpt where Ghilini is mentioned, are reproduced below.
The name of a pulcherrima disciplina
In the free translation one reads this excerpt as follows: it was Girolamo Ghilini, a canon in St. Ambrosio in Milan, who The Italian word "statistica" was used as an adjective of a feminine gender, so that the phrase "scienza statistica" means exactly statistical science. This science has been defined as a description of the features which characterizes the state.
In the other book by G. Ferrario, Statistica medica di Milano published in 1640 in Milano, we find the following information:
This means following: Italian word "Statistica" had been published at least 116 years before 1749, when it was used by professor Gottfried Achenwall from Göttingen and many of the modern writers incorrectly attribute the invention of this word to him.
Without any doubt, the word "statistica" etymologically derives from the Latin ratio status, or Italian phrase ragione di stato. It was used for the first time by Giovanni Botero As one can see from the words to a reader (Mein Leser), the Achenwall's book was based on the notes to his lectures on the science of state which he started in Marburg in 1746. These notes he considered as a guide to statistical lessons (Leitfaden meiner Statistischen Stunden). In the foreword Achenwall explains that "the term of the so-called Statistic, which stands for science of state is understood very differently in many works, and it is not easy to choose the most appropriate meaning of this term". In his own words: The term "Statistik" instead of "Statistics" has been used in manuscript left by Achenwall to the University of Göttingen. Let us quote here the excerpt from V. John:
Der Begriff der sogenannten Statistic, das ist, der Staatswissenschaft einzelner Reiche wird sehr verschiedentlich angegeben, und man trifft unter der grossen Menge Schriften davon nicht leicht eine einzige an, welche in der Zahl und Ordnung ihrer Theile mit der andern überein kommen sollte. Es ist also nicht undien-lich, dasjenige, was man sich unter diesem Namen eigentlich vorzustellen hat, und was in ihrem Umfange enthalten ist, zu untersuchen, und die natu ͤ rliche Einrichtung und Verbindung ihrer Abtheilungen fest zu setzen.
In this manuscript which bore the inscription "Anfang der Vorbereitung zur Statistik", and headed "An etymological Considering statistics as a knowledge of the state and its constitution rather than as the science of the state, Achenwall changed the title of subsequent editions of his work by substituting Staatsverfassung for Staatswissenschaft.
In the latter editions Achenwall gave the following, indirect, definition of statistics (see [Sheynin 2009] 
In any case, statistics is not a subject that can be understood at once by an empty pate. It belongs to a well digested philosophy, it demands a thorough knowledge of European state and natural history taken together with a multitude of concepts and principles, and an ability to comprehend fairly well very different articles of the constitutions of present-day kingdoms.
The first who introduced the word "statistics" in English language was Sir John Sinclair (1754-1835). He was a Scottish politician, writer on finance and agriculture. Desolated by the loss of his first wife, he 
